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By Anson Yu 


A ccording to figures given by the National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council, 
about 26,000 of the country’s barangays are located in areas that are prone to flooding. With 
these statistics, you would think that someone would have come up with a vehicle that can 


travel both on land and in water. 





The thought did occur to businessman Victor “Atoy’ the bank. But only one bank was willing to offer them 
Llave (3% 4% #2) in 2009 in the destructive wake of tropical a loan — if H20 Technology is able to present purchase 
storm Ondoy. He had already made a reputation for himself —_ orders from local government units. 





customizing cars and vans, when in 2009 he was approached There is also the possibility of approaching the government, 
by members of the military. They asked him if he had but the opportunity to officially present the idea to the 
fiberglass boats that they could borrow for their post-storm appropriate government agency has not yet presented itself. 
rescue operations. In their search for an investor, H2O Technology has even Blogger and car journalist James Deakin (left) 
Unfortunately, he did not have any. But he was able to _ turned to the Internet. They have signed up with the website and actor Alden Richards at the launch of the fund 
provide them with fiberglass bubbles that could be attached — Startsomegood.com to do crowd source fund raising. In order —_ raising campaign of the Salamander (main photo) 
to the bottom of vans. This would enable the vehicles to pass __ to make it worthy for people to donate, they have pledged that at the Grand Canal Mall. 
through flooded streets and neighborhoods. the first 500 vehicles to be so peaeues will be donated to the local 
This got Llave thinking about the possibility of producing 5 i have his name or the company’s logo emblazoned 
on one of the first 500 vehicles that will be donated. 
Their online campaign was officially launched 
last Sept. 8 at the Venice Grand Mall at Bonifacio 
Global City. During the launch several local 


an amphibious vehicle. 

But this idea for an amphibious vehicle would have 
remained only a possibility had not Llave brought it up with 
two of his friends, Lamberto Armado (#7 1” 4) and Dominic 
Chung (# $4 3é). They thought it was a brilliant idea and 
encourage him to work on it. In fact, they even offered their 
skills, time and resources to help build the first prototype. 


celebrities such as actor Alden Richards and car 
journalist and blogger James Deakin were there to 
lend their clout to the project. 

After five years, they were able to come up with two working Unfortunately their support was not enough 
prototypes — one running on electricity and the other on gas. 
After the vehicles passed buoyancy and stability tests given by 
the NDRRMC and the Philippine Coast Guard, Llave and 


his partners dubbed the new vehicle as the Salamander and 


to raise the amount needed when the campaign 
period ended last Nov. 7. So for the meantime, 


H20 Technology has been meeting up with other 





if esi. potential investors and trying to get them interested 
formed H2O Technology to handle production of the vehicle. The men behind H2O Tech eOIOay (from left) Tarte Chung, in the idea of producing this vehicle. 

The Salamander was launched with great fanfare in January _ Victor ‘Atoy’ Llave and Lamberto Armado. Llave admits that the journey to bring the 
2015. At that point, it seemed that it was only a matter Red Cross. To thank their donors, the company has come up _—_ Salamander to the Filipino public has been a long and difficult 
of months before the first unit would begin to roll off the — with a number of ways of acknowledging them. one. He and his partners admit that it would have been easier 


=> a 


assembly line and into the dealership showroom. But that was For example, those who donate at least $10 or equivalent will to have the vehicle produced abroad, but all three of them 


not to be. The partners admit that while they do havea factory, _ have their names included in the company’s online mission wall. prefer to keep the technology and production here for now. , . : 
they still don’t have the capacity to do mass production. If the donor commits $50 to $150, not only will their names be The reason for this is their desire to leave a legacy. According | , 

So how does H2O Technology intend to raise funds for the —_ included in the mission wall, they can expect a small token of _ to Llave, even if it takes longer for them to succeed, they know i | | 
Salamander? They have approached a number of investors, but appreciation such as a battery pack, an emergency kitorashirt. that in the Salamander they have left behind a lasting legacy ) | 


so far no one has said yes. They have also tried borrowing from For substantial donations of $2,500 and up, the donor can for the country and for the next generations. g) 
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SC orders release of NBP inmate Rolito Go 


The Supreme Court on Dec. 16 
ordered the release of Rolito Go 
from the New Bilibid Prison. 

In a letter addressed to the 
Bureau of Corrections, Presbitero 
Velasco, chair of the SC’s 3rd Divi- 
sion, reiterated a previous order for 
the immediate release of Go, “unless 
he is detained for any lawful cause.” 

In affirming the CA and RTC 


decisions for Go's release, the SC 


2 foreigners 


Hong Kong and Malaysian na- 
tionals, who were busted in 2012 
for carrying out a multi-million 
drug deal in Manila, were meted life 
sentence on Dec. 2 for violating the 
Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs 
Act of 2002. 

Manila Regional Trial Court 
Branch 13 found Sui Ming Tat of 
Hong Kong and Lee Yoong Hoew of 


agreed that his sentence expired in 
August 2013 due to good conduct, 
and not in 2022 as the BuCor asserted. 

The high court earlier rejected a 
prior appeal from the BuCor to halt 
Go's release. 

Go, a construction magnate, was 
convicted for shooting De La Salle 
University student Eldon Maguan 
in the head during an infamous road 
rage incident in 1991. 


He was sentenced to 40 years 
in prison by a San Juan court in 
1993. He escaped from jail after his 
conviction, and evaded police until 
he was caught in 1996. 

In 2011, he left the NBP without 
permission, and was put back in 
prison after a media expose. 

A year later, he again went missing 
and was eventually recaptured by 
authorities. 


The Court of Appeals previously 
ordered his release in May 2014, 
which had upheld the decision 
of the Muntinlupa Regional Trial 
Court to grant a petition for habeas 
corpus filed by Go and his wife Elsa 
in January 2014, which was again 
appealed by the BuCor. 

Go, however, will stay at a 
hospital due to stage 4 colon 
cancer. 


get life for multi-million drug deal 


Malaysia guilty beyond reasonable 
doubt for peddling illegal drugs. 

In his nine-page decision, Judge 
Emilio Rodolfo Legaspi HI ordered 
Sui and Lee transferred to the na- 
tional penitentiary to serve their 
sentence, as well as pay a fine of 
P500,000 each. 

Court records showed that Sui 
and Lee were arrested during a buy 


bust operation inside a hotel in 
Binondo on July 26, 2012. 

About P1.3 million worth of 
Ephedrine weighing 426.30 grams 
was seized from the accused during 
the operation. 

Sui and Lee earlier pleaded not 
guilty during a pre-trial conference 
in November. They said they arrived 
in the Philippines on July 24, 2012 


2 Indonesian captives released 


Two Indonesians seized by Abu 
Sayyaf bandits off Simisa island in 
Sulu were freed on Dec. 12. 

Mohammad Nazir and Peter 
Rubin were the remaining captives 
from seven crewmembers taken 
from tugboat Charles 00 on June 22. 

The Indonesians were freed by 
a bandit group led by Alhabsy Mi- 
saya to Moro National Liberation 
Front commander Tahir Sali in 
Indanan town, said Maj. Filemon 
Tan, spokesman for the Western 
Mindanao Command. 

The MNLF turned over the vic- 


tims to Sulu Vice Gov. Nurunissa 


24 HOURS nationwide SECURITY OPERATIONS 


Tan, who brought them to Camp 
Teodulfo Bautista in Jolo. 

Meanwhile, businesswoman Clar- 
ita Belisario, who was kidnapped in 
Linamon town in September, was 
freed on Dec. 9. 

Belisario was released in Iligan 
City, said Jam Dimaporo, National 
Bureau of Investigation-Iligan chief. 

Dimaporo confirmed that 
P175,000 was paid by Belisario’s 
family for “board and lodging.” 

3 Samal kidnapping 
suspects slain 

Three Abu Sayyaf bandits tagged 
in the kidnapping of three foreigners 


PHILIPPINE AIRHAWK 
SECURITY AGENCY, INC. 


548 Banawe Street, SMH, Quezon City 


¢ Security services: office-residential-commercial- 


industrial-hotels-resorts-restaurants-schools- 
hospitals-banks-airports-ports 
¢ Security survey and planning services 
¢ Surveillance & background investigation services 
¢ Security training services 


FOR INQUIRIES, CALL: 
415-1936 ¢ 711-1680 740-3252¢783-5098 


and a Filipina on Samal island were 
killed in an encounter with Malay- 
sian authorities on Dec. 8. 

The WestMinCom said one of the 
fatalities was Abu Sayyaf sub-leader 
Abraham Hamid. The identities of 
the two other slain bandits were not 
immediately available. 

Suspects Samsung Aljan and Awal 
Hajal were arrested while two others 
were reported missing. 

Hamid’s group was suspected to 
be behind the kidnapping of Cana- 
dians Robert Hall and John Ridsdel, 
Norwegian Kjartan Sekkingstad and 
Filipina Maritess Flor at the Ocean 


for a tour. 

Two days later, Lee claimed that 
his mother rang him up and asked 
him to return to Malaysia. 

Lee added that after purchasing 
a plane ticket, he returned to his 
hotel room and saw Sui already 
handcuffed and surrounded by the 
police. Lee was also then handcuffed 
and placed under arrest. 








KipnaPp WATCH 
Collected by Movement for 
Restoration Peace & Order 











View Resort in Barangay Camud- 
mud on Sept. 21. 

Hall and Ridsel were beheaded 
while Flor and Sekkingstad were 
freed after reportedly paying ran- 
som. 

Hamid was also a suspect in the 
kidnapping of four crewmembers 
of an Indonesian tugboat near the 
border of Malaysia in Tawi-Tawi 
recently. 





Rolito Go 


BI deploys 
Chinese 
interpreters 


at N 


The Bureau of Immigration 
has deployed 12 Chinese- 
speaking interpreters at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport to 
help Chinese tourists respond 
to questions from immigration 
officers. 

Engaging their services elimi- 
nates the language barrier that 
has been a source of misunder- 
standing and miscommunication 
between our immigration officers 
and Chinese travelers for many 
years, said BI Commissioner 
Jaime Morente. 

This move would also help the 
BI weed out Chinese travelers who 
should be barred from entering the 
country. 

BI figures show that Chinese 
account for around 35 percent of 
foreigners who are denied entry 


at NAIA. 
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Chasing the wind 


ulay’s cover story to end the year is about the Tzu Chi 
Foundation and how it has sown the seeds of love through 
the years. The foundation’s members give not just financial aid 
but, even more significant, their time and energy to volunteer 
in the myriad activities Tzu Chi conducts in aid of humanity. 

Kaisa Para Sa Kaunlaran celebrates its 30th year next year 
and I believe its activities are as far-reaching and meaningful 
too. Kaisa’s two-pronged activities — cultural-educational and 
social development — have reached people from all walks of 
life. We do not have the resources Tzu Chi has, but in our 
small way, we have built lasting and effective bridges of love, 
understanding, tolerance and compassion between groups of 
people with different ethnic background, race, religion, belief, 
traditions and social status. 

I fervently pray that all of us who persevere in doing good 
for others, making a difference in society and reaching out to 
the least among us, will be blessed with better health, peace of 
mind, comfort and bountiful blessings for the year to come. 

It doesn't matter to which organization we belong or what- 
ever our advocacy is, as long as we do well what we set out to 
do, our presence will always make a difference. Let’s persevere 
with love and patience, despite and in spite of government. 

A happy, peaceful, blessed and meaningful new year to 
one and all! 

Chasing the wind 

I attended the launching of the second edition of Chasing 
the Wind — Assessing Philippine Democracy at the Philippine 
Social Science Council last Dec. 14. I met many old friends 
at the event, all of them warriors for democracy at one time 
or another. 

The event started with songs about the times by social 
activist singer Joey Ayala. The meaningful words in the songs 
depict society then but are as relevant now. I especially liked 
the songs on society's two faces: right goes with wrong, weak 
goes with strong. If we destroy the fabric of national society, 
we destroy our own future. 

Dr. Felipe Miranda, in introducing the book, emphasized 
that the May 2016 election was tantamount to a rejection of 
liberal democracy as we knew it for the last 30 years. I agree 
with the premise, especially since the unexpected win of 
Duterte is a backlash against the Aquino government just as 


Soul of China 


By Go Bon Juan 





n 1221, the army of the Northern Jin (4%) Dynasty 

(1115-1234) moved southward to attack Qi Zhou (#f/ 1) 
of the Song Dynasty. 

At the time, the term of Li Cheng Zhi (4=9K-Z) as 
governor of Qi Zhou prefecture had expired but his 
successor had not yet arrived. 

Li convened his subordinates and told them, “I am an 
intellectual who has been serving as the defender of the city. 
Iam 70 years old, what else do I want? The only thing left 
for me is to die.” 

He vowed to defend the city with all his colleagues. If 
they can't defend it, he vowed to fight until his death. 

Qin Ju (48S) was the judge under Li Cheng Zi. He was 
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Trump's victory in the United States is backlash against the 
Obama administration. 

As Titon Mitra, country director of the United Nations De- 
velopment Program that funded the research and publication 
of the book through the Commission on Human Rights, said 
during the launch, although great strides have been made in 
the past 30 years through the conduct of successive elections, 
decentralization of fiscal and administrative authority, and the 


Tsinoy Beats & Bytes 


By Teresita Ang See 





resurgence of civil society, great challenges remain in solving 
deep-rooted problems such as political dynasties, corruption, 
income disparity and unabated poverty. 

I scanned through the book reading snippets and the con- 
clusion. The common thread — our country’s failed democrati- 
zation — is sad and discouraging. Miranda quoted the opening 
Florante at Laura,” which rings 


> « 


stanza of Francisco Baltazar’s 
too true till now of the state of our nation: 


Sa loob at labas ng bayan kong sawi 
Kaliluha’y siyang naghahari 
Kagalingat bait ay nalulugami 
Tninis sa hukay ng dusat pighati 


(In and out of my despoiled country 
Deceit and treason reign 

Virtue and reason both languish 
Smothered in the pit of sorrow and pain) 


Indeed, seeking democratization in the Philippines is like 
chasing the wind. But not everything is lost or ephemeral. 
Despite the exhausting experience of failed democratization, 
we should not give up this worthy chase. 

At the People Power Monument rally against the burial 
of former president Ferdinand E. Marcos at the Libingan ng 
mga Bayani, the millennials chanted: “What is the face of 
democracy to us who never experienced martial law?” They 
“This, 
this, to us is the face of democracy.” That they are allowed to 


answered by pointing to the crowd around the stage: 








rant and rave publicly ina rally is a hard-earned right paid for 
by the blood, sweat and tears of the true heroes of democracy. 
Engaging Duterte diehards 

A friend sent me the list below in response to my column 
on trolls and the bastardization of social media. It was copied 
from the FB page “Narinig ko sa UP.” 

The author gives practical tips on how to respond to er- 
roneous information peddled by Marcos apologists. The FB 
page indeed is a public service on netiquette and how not to 
abuse social media. Freedom always comes with responsibility, 
as wiser minds have advised Mocha Uson, a diehard fan of 
President Rodrigo Duterte who has peddled false information 
and unverified news just to coddle her crowd. 

The FB page listed down the advice as a “NarinigkoSaUP” 
public service announcement: 

1. Do NOT debate. Educate. Be a teacher rather than an 
opponent. Be a kind and cool teacher. Not everyone is recep- 
tive to terror profs. It’s not suited for everyone. 

2. POLITELY present the fact that nullifies person/friend/ 
relatives’ argument. It’s bad enough that people think we are 
elitists. We are not. We represent them, having been exposed 
to the harsh realities of martial law despite it being second-/ 
third-hand information. 

3. POLITELY provide credible and impartial links to 
help them realize the truth. No one is going to read your 
evidence after you call them an idiot or after you tell them, 
“Nakapag-aral kasi ako.” 

4. Do NOT dismiss their “evidence.” They are not entirely 
untrue. Most propaganda is rooted on facts but twisted. Be 
mindful of your evidence as well. History is written by the 
winners but that doesn’t mean the truth cannot be unearthed. 

5. Be KIND. They are your friends, your relatives, maybe 
even your crush. You can always disagree but you should not 
hold grudges. Let this thread be a repository for martial law 
facts so people can reference it. I know there are also studies 
that show the impact of the Marcos regime to the Philippine 
economy. Post them here as a comment as well. 

‘Ang kamangmangan ay pagkaalipin; sapagkat kung ano 
ang isip ay ganoon ang tao: ang taong walang sariling isip ay 
taong walang pagkatao; ang bulag na tagasunod sa isip ng iba 
ay parang hayop na susunod-sunod sa tali.’—Jose Rizal 


Fighting to the bitter end 


the great grandson of Qin Gui (284%), the notorious traitor of 
Song who caused the execution of the famous anti-Jin general 
and great patriot of Song, Yue Fei (#7718). 

Nevertheless, unlike his great grandfather, Qin Ju did not 
have that kind of obsequiousness. Li and Qin, in solidarity, 
resolved to lead the masses in defending the city. 

The Jin army was strong, but the defense of Qi Zhou 
refused to be overcome. They fought for more than a month, 
defeated the Jin army several times and killed a lot of its 
soldiers. 

The Jin army sent an envoy to summon Li to surrender. 
But Li ordered the execution of the envoy and continued the 
resistance. 

Eventually, relying on its large army, the Jin army broke 


through the defense of the city. 

Li, Qin and the masses took the fighting to the streets. 
But in the end, Li was exhausted and committed suicide. 
His son was killed in the street fighting and his relatives 
drowned themselves in a river. 

When Qin realized that all the soldiers around him were 
either dead or wounded, he went to his office and ordered 
the burning of the warehouse and locked himself inside a 
room. 

When the soldiers pulled him out, Qin resisted and 
returned to the burning room. His son Qin Jun (ZR) also 
died in this disaster. 

Li and Qin are two patriots who willingly died rather 
than surrender to their the enemies. 
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Jollibee opens first branch in Canada 


Filipinos braved sub-zero 
temperatures for a taste of home 


as Jollibee Foods Corp. opened its 


first store in Canada, the company 
said on Dec. 16. 
The Philippines’ largest fast food 
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operator is opening 150 overseas 
stores up to next year, bringing local 
favorites such as Chickenjoy and 


Jolly Spaghetti to Filipino 
communities. 

Customers at the 
Winnipeg branch, wrapped 
up in winter coats, lined up 
as early as 7 a.m., waiting for 
their turn to order. 

Jollibee Group president 
for North America and 
Foreign Franchise Brands 
Jose Mifiana said in a 
statement: “It brings us 
great joy that we are able 
to bring a taste of home to 
Filipinos and a new culinary 
experience to Canadians.” 

The company mascot, 
Jollibee, wearing a light blue 
scarf, welcomed customers to 
the restaurant. 

Jollibee, founded by 
tycoon Tony Tan Caktiong, 
boasts of being one of the 
few brands to have beaten 
American burger giant Mc 
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People brave sub-zero temperatures as they line up during the opening of 


Jollibee's first Canadian branch. 


Donald’. 

Curious locals also tried Jollibee. 

A Virgin Radio host described 
Chickenjoy as “so good,” with gravy 
that is like a “warm hug.” 

Another host was intrigued by 
the sweet flavor of Jolly Spaghetti 
which was topped with hotdogs, 
a uniquely Filipino twist on the 
Italian favorite. 


Pinoy WW2 
vets get medal 


US President Barack Obama 
signed into law last Dec. 14 the 
Filipino Veterans of World War 
II Congressional Gold Medal Act 
of 2015, the highest expression 
of national appreciation for the 
distinguished achievements and 
contributions of 260,000 Filipino 
veterans in WWII. 

A gold medal will be given 
to the Smithsonian Institute in 
Washington, where it will be 
displayed. Replicas of the medal 
will be available for sale, proceeds 
of which will be deposited in the 
US Mint Public Enterprise Fund. 

Replicas of the medal will not 
be limited to Filipino veterans but 
will also be available to members of 
the USAFFE who saw action in the 
Philippines during the war. 


TEACHER BALDWiV 
2016 ART 
WORKSHOP 
is ongoing! 

FUR DETAILS, CALL NOW! 


922-UVA42 


Email: teacher_baldwin@yahoo.com 
Visit: www.facebook.com/baldwin.kho 





US-born pandas 
understand English, 
not Sichuanese 


Meilun and Meihuan, two Chinese pandas 
born in the United States, are gradually 
adjusting to life in China. However, they have 
not shed all their old habits; they still prefer 
American crackers to Chinese bread, and know 
English better than Chinese. 

The pandas arrived at Chengdu Research 
Base of Giant Panda Breeding on Nov. 5. 

Meilun is very lively, often jumping onto the 
roof and hanging upside down from a rail. Her 
elder sister, Meihuan, is more sedate, preferring 
to sit still and observe her new environment, 
while occasionally snacking on bamboo. 

Pandas are shy with strangers and need 
company, explained Luo Yunhong, a breeder 
at the panda base. 

Luo’s main worry about the pandas’ 
transition is that they both love American 
crackers so much that everything they eat — 
from bamboo to apples and even water — must 
be mixed with the crackers. 

Another problem is that Meilun and 
Meihuan cannot understand Sichuan dialect; 
only hearing their names can make them raise 
their heads. In contrast, they react to a number 
of basic words in English, such as “Come here.” 

According to the officer, the sisters are 
gradually getting used to their new lives. 


Foreign doctor spends 
decades practicing 
Chinese medicine 


Diarra Boubacar, a foreign doctor, has 
studied and practiced Chinese medicine for 
30 years in Chengdu, Sichuan province. He is 
fluent in many languages, including Mandarin, 
Cantonese and even Sichuan dialect. 

Boubacar grew up in Mali, where many 
of his relatives also practiced medicine. He 
came to China for the first time in 1984 to 
participate in a one-year Chinese language 
program in Beijing. After the program ended, 
he went to Guangzhou, Guangdong province 
to study Chinese medicine. 

After much hard work, Boubacar was able 
to read and even recite some of the classics of 
ancient Chinese prose. He then earned his 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Chengdu, 
and a medical degree after three more years 
of study. 

Although Boubacar encountered doubts 
from many of his patients at first, he gradually 
won their trust with his exceptional skills. 

He married a local woman, with whom he 
has two children. He enjoys eating hotpot, 
drinking tea and even haggling with vendors 
in Sichuan dialect, living in almost every way 
like other Sichuan citizens. 
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Robots to serve aging society |} in China rest homes 


According to a national robotics 
industry development guideline, 
robots will play a key role in the care 
of China's elderly within five years. 

Robots already act as caretakers 
and companions for the elderly in 
rest homes in Hangzhou, Zhejiang 
province. 

Hangzhou's social welfare center 
began using the Ah Tie robots in 
May. 

Weighing 15 kilograms and 
80 centimeters tall, the robots are 
also equipped with two cameras to 
monitor and identify patients. 

According to Zhao Huyue, 
deputy director of the center, Ah 


Tie robots can help support human 
healthcare workers by offering 
regular reminders. 

They can conduct basic 
conversation and enrich the social 
lives of those living at the center 
through music and dance. 

The producer of the robots 
said they aim to collect more data 
from users during this trial period 
to advance the health analysis and 
remote medical services provided 
by the robots. 

As China’s society ages, an 
increasing number of senior citizens 








are left to either live by themselves This Ah Tie robots at a nursing home in China monitor patients’ vital 


at home or move into rest homes. 


Porcelain antique sells for nearly £600,000 





An antique porcelain used as a 
table lamp for more than 50 years 
turned out to be an incredibly rare 
200-year-old Chinese relic and sold 
for a staggering £581,000 (US$ 
731,115). 

The 10-inch tall porcelain 
figure was an ornate ‘nine dragons’ 
hat stand made for Emperor 
Dauguang of Imperial China’s 
Qing Dynasty. 

The hat stand was believed to 
have been bought at a country 
house sale in the 1950s, at a time 
when Chinese artwork was not 


highly prized. 


Luxurious antique bed 
dazzles in Chongqing 


A luxurious, golden antique bed, claimed as the “No. 1 bed 


in the world,” 


is Chongqing municipality Bayu Ancient Bed 


Museum’s most precious treasure. 

The bed, 2.9 meters high and 2.8 meters wide, is made with 
glittering gold all over. 

From the inside, the whole bed has five levels and the eaves 


boards at each level are engraved with plum blossoms, orchids, 


bamboo and chrysanthemum patterns, as well as images of 


a bat, butterfly, peony, peach and pomegranate, symbolizing 


auspiciousness. 


The bed belonged to a wealthy family surnamed Dai during 





the reign of Emperor soe in | the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
; oo fees fe 


SE 2S and was part of a 
dowry. 

The whole bed 
is decorated with 
more than 200 
grams of gold, and 
took highly paid 
craftsmen three 
years to finish. 


The couple took it back to their 
house in North Wales where they 
turned it into a lampstand. 

It was sold to the latest vendor, 
who bought it after realizing its 
heritage, and took the piece to 
experts at Christie's auction house, 
who confirmed its 200-year-old 
history. 

The hat stand, made between 
1820 and 1850, was tipped to fetch 
£300,000 (US$377,542) when it 
went under the hammer at Christie’s 
in early November. 

But the final price rocketed to 
almost double the original estimate 
after a bidding war broke out at the 
London salerooms. 

It was sold to an unnamed buyer 
from Asia. 


signs, conduct basic conversation and provide video conferencing. 


Rice cultivation 
originated in 
Yangtze River 


The ancient cultivation of rice 
first originated over 10,000 years 
ago, in the mid-to-low reaches 
of the Yangtze River, reported 
Chinese experts and scholars 
during a seminar on the origin of 
rice cultivation in China held in 
Wannian County, Jiangxi province. 

The scholars believe that 
primitive agriculture began with 
the domestication of wild rice. 
Production, intake and storage 
developed soon after. 

They added that the remains of 
the 10,000-year-old rice plantations 
found in Wannian County proved 
the theory that rice originated in 
China. 


ike 
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Changchun University gives trees ID cards. Changchun University 

in Jilin province has started providing trees with ID cards. The ID cards 
contain relevant information about each tree, as well as QR codes 

that passersby can scan to get more details. The cards were made by 
professors and students majoring in landscape architecture, with the goal 
of popularizing biological Knowledge. [Photo: Zhang Yao/China News Service] 
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SOWIE seeds Ol 
love and human 
compassion /.... 


(carts on wheels) that 

line up as early as 

7 a.m. to go out to 

various communities 

in Barangay Tatalon, 

Quezon City (where one 

of the Tzu Chi depots 

for recyclable materials 

is located) to collect 

. recyclables house to 
zu Chi (&i#*), means compassion & and relief #f. In the house. 








By Teresita Ang See 


Philippines, Tzu Chi is best remembered for the successful 

separation of three pairs of conjoined twins, the washing of the 

feet of victims of typhoon Ondoy (2009) in Marikina before 
applying antibiotic ointment on their wounds, and the massive cash-for- 
work program launched in Leyte after the devastation of super typhoon 
Yolanda in 2013. 

For many indigent Filipinos Tzu Chi had helped, the organization 
means succor from utter helplessness and total desperation. For other 
philanthropic organizations, Tzu Chi’s spirit of service and great love for 
others are tough acts to follow. 

In recognition of its commitment to uplifting the lives of the poor and 
calamity-stricken Filipinos, the Ateneo de Manila University conferred 
the Parangal Lingkod Sambayanan (Public Service Award) on the Tzu Chi 
Foundation last Sept. 27. 

The traditional university awards of the Ateneo recognize individuals and 
groups whose transformative works best exemplify the university’s values of 
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Marikina City 
volunteers come to 
assist in clearing 
the debris and mud. 





a | 


Perlita Wenceslao, 48, of Barangay Cogon, 


receives a unit of Jing Si Multifunction 
Foldable Platform with a smile during the 
distribution conducted by the Tzu Chi 
Foundation last Feb. 16. Barangay Cogon 
was one of the areas hit by typhoon Yolanda. 


Two samples of prefabricate houses. 
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The long-term education and poverty alleviation measures are programs sustained 
through the years not just during typhoons and floods or emergency relief operations. 
Despite religious differences —'Tzu Chi being a Buddhist group and Ateneo 
a Catholic school — both speak the same language of love. At his acceptance 
speech, Tzu Chi Philippines president Alfredo Li enumerated the many ties 
Tzu Chi has with the Catholic Church, helping to rebuild churches like 
the Tacloban Church, among many. 

A typical day for Tzu Chi volunteers starts at 5:20 every morning 
with “wisdom at dawn” reflection and meditation. Following that 
are busy activities with different communities — collection of 
recyclables and community recycling, processing of requests 
for assistance, free dental and eye clinics (by appointment), 

outreach activities in various communities. 
Last Dec. 17 and 18, the day’s outreach brought the 
Tzu Chi volunteer groups to Boystown-Girl’s Home, 
Foundling Homes, Luwalhati ng Maynila, DSWD Boy’s 


ole Dae lua ate a le Home, Chinese old folks home, Asilo de San Vicente 
from the University of the Philippines 


School of Health Sciences, along de Paul and Dr. Jose N. Rodriguez Memorial Hospital. 
with Tsinoy businessmen from The outreach activities were conducted in various 


forms and in different communities. But volunteers 
makeshift classrooms to hasten the 


resumption of classes in the school. invariably shared their blessings by bringing gifts, 
The construction started last Feb. 9. talking to beneficiaries, cheering up the sick and 


the aged and bringing joy and comfort to the poor 
and the helpless in the midst of problems, suffering 
and uncertainties. 

Eye clinics are very popular. Tzu Chi volunteers 
say it is not uncommon to see older people walking 
about medically blind for want ofa simple cataract 
operation. 

“We all feel sad when we witness someone who 
needs an eye removed due to serious infection 
that was not promptly treated. We comfort 
and console the patient that the infection could 
potentially reach the brain and cause death, so 
with enucleation of the eye, he/she still can live 
a full life,” a volunteer ophthalmologist shared. 

Tzu Chi also holds one of the world’s biggest 
single registry of more than 400,000 bone 
marrow donors. Buddhist Tzu Chi Stem Cell 
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goodness and selfless service. | em ceerhreeers Children from the village did i Soe eee ey i Center operates a marrow donor registry, an 
i - - = A cooperative agreement was signed between Hualien Tzu Chi Hospital and the local I rom te vi xP 
| The Buddhist organization had been in the running for the honor since Tzu Chi volunteers demonstrate how the multipurpose foldable platform can be Sav STRITISTUCOr Sain WlaidorRicailact ani 205 lniphiGtotara’ ironman Ire cao RUST ChOrGE thanks using sign language. umbilical cord blood bank, a recruitment group 
its relief operations in the wake of typhoon Yolanda. However, the standards transformed into a bed. This is sent by Tzu Chi Foundation’s headquarters in Hualien Tzu Chi General Hospital: Jose Rafael E. Diaz, head of San Mateo; Samson T.L. and an immunogenetic research laboratory. Tzu 
of the Parangal Lingkod Sambayanan are very high. The committee felt it is Taiwan in order to benefit the victims of typhoon Yolanda who were mostly enduring Chang, deputy representative of Taipei Economic and Culture Office in the Philippines; and Chi’s bone marrow registry has helped patients in 


not enough that you have money to help others; many charitable organizations quality material. 
and foreign outreach groups meet that criteria. 
The awards committee believes that the difference from what other charitable 
organizations have done was the Tzu Chi Foundation’s cash-for-work program. 
It was a different level of assistance not just because of its magnitude (P2.9 billion 
was what they spent for Yolanda), but because it enabled the victims to help not just 
themselves but also the community. 
Fr. Bienvenido Nebres, S.J., past president of Ateneo, having been to Tacloban and 
Ormoc cities in Leyte, witnessed how proud the locals spoke about what Tzu Chi had 
done for them. Tzu Chi’s cash-for-work in exchange for the daunting task of cleaning up 
the surroundings and restoring a semblance of normalcy helped the people rise from total 
despair. 
“Clearing the debris was symbolic and had far reaching meaning, maybe more than what 
Tzu Chi thought. It gave us hope for renewal and that tomorrow is another day. Imagine if day 
by day you wake up to the garbage and debris of Yolanda, it will make you even more helpless,” a 
resident of Tanauan told us when Kaisa held its relief mission there. 
At the end, the organization clinched the award because of its many continuing outreach projects 
that empower the poor to help themselves and their community in a sustained manner. 
The committee likewise appreciated the great value of Tzu Chi teaching the community the values 
of health and sanitation, of recycling, of not doing to others what they do not want to be done to them. 


uncomfortable mats. The portable platform is made of polypropylene plastic, a high Cai Wanlei, deputy CEO of Tzu Chi in the Philippines. 
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A Tzu Chi volunteer smiles as she gives a bowl of instant rice 

to one of the children. Apart from giving financial aid of P500 to 
each of the 9,799 cash-for-work participants, the Buddhist group 
also provided hot meals to 2,221 typhoon-affected residents in 
Barangay Anibong in Tacloban City. 


ad . 








Flash floods triggered landslides and brought mud and debris into 
Sumacab Norte Elementary School. For students to resume their education 
soon, Tzu Chi Philippines Chapter carries out cash-for-work program to 
clean the school. 





28 countries receive life-saving bone marrow or stem 

cell transplants. 
In addition to material aid, Tzu Chi has also 
encouraged mutual help among disaster victims and 
helped them become independent by involving them in 
rebuilding their own communities. The ultimate goal is 
to inspire disaster victims to in turn contribute to others 
when they have the ability to do so, thus creating a global 

village of Great Love. 

The Tzu Chi volunteers left indelible footprints in the 
minds and hearts of beneficiaries, from the icy cold arctic to the 





Ta Seas sweltering heat of the tropics. They give of themselves, risking their 


Rice and blankets to ease lives in strange faraway lands beset by wars and epidemics. 
the burden of families in 


“We leave our fates to Buddha, God, the Supreme Being above who 
takes care and protects us no matter where we are and whatever situation 
we get ourselves into just to bring help to those in need,” Mrs. Chua, a Tzu 
Chi Tsinoy volunteer said. 
Their belief in “making the impossible possible,” that they can overcome 
obstacles of time, distance and politics, to provide relief and hope to victims of 
wat, flood and drought, sets a new benchmark of service to others. ® 





he Tzu Chi logo consists of a 

ship that bears the lotus fruit and 

flower, symbolizing the belief that 

the world can be made a better 
place by planting good karmic seeds. Fol- 
lowers believe that these seeds are required 
for flowers to bloom and bear fruit, which 
is a metaphor for their beliefs that a better 
society can be created with good actions and 
pure thoughts. 

The ship represents Tzu Chi steering a 
ship of compassion, representing their goal in 
saving all beings that suffer, while the Eight 
Petals represent the Noble Eightfold Path in 
Buddhism, which Tzu Chi uses as their guide. 

The mother organization in Taiwan tip Bk 
iit Be ZIRE is now 50 years old. 
It was founded as a charity organization by 
the Buddhist nun Dharma Master Cheng Yen 
on May 14, 1966 in Hualien, Taiwan. Master 
Yen teaches that “to save the world, we must 
first believe in transforming human hearts.” 

It is unique among other Buddhist organi- 
zations in Taiwan and elsewhere in that first, it 
was founded by a female; second, the founder 
is not a Buddhist scholar who promotes a 
specific interpretation of Buddhism; and last 
but most importantly, it was not started as a 
religious movement but as a charitable one 
which focuses primarily on humanitarianism 
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Let the seeds grow 


spiritual development. 

Master Yen believes 
that when “one helps 
those in need and be- 
comes aware of the 
harsh realities of life, one 
finds spiritual happiness 
through giving.” 

Tzu Chi emphasizes that there should be 
no obvert “religious conversion” in any of its 
activities. The organization believes that there 
is no need to convert others. When others see 
how Buddhist beliefs and teachings guide the 
thoughts and actions of its volunteers, then they 
see Buddhism with a different eye and learn to 
respect and admire the teachings of Buddha. 

Tzu Chi respects all religions and has, in fact, 
helped rebuild churches and worship places in 
areas where faith forms an important guiding 
post for everyday living. The common language 
of Da Ai (KX & or great love) binds all religions 
as one, Master Cheng Yen teaches. 

It has been awarded a special consultative 
status at the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council. In 1991, Master Cheng Yen 


received a Ramon Magsaysay Award, Asia's 





Leadership. 

The group has grown 
to become a significant 
actor in civil society, with 
approximately 10 million 
volunteers spread out in 
chapters in 52 countries. 

Tzu Chi started with Charity as its main 
focus but later included three other causes — 
medicine, education and humanity — which, 
strictly, is still part of its work on charity. Its 
official motto follows the concept of “Four 
endeavors, eight footprints (9 AGH, AK 
hep ¥).” The four endeavors are the four major 
causes while the eight footprints are charity 
causes, medical contributions, education de- 
velopment, humanities, international disaster 
assistance, bone-marrow donation, community 
volunteerism and environmental protection. 

Tzu Chi Foundation Philippines was orga- 
nized in 1994 by a group of [sinoy businessmen 
and women. It organized its first relief work in 
Mindoro after the 7.1-magnitude earthquake 
in 1994. Today, Tzu Chi has a complement 
of 1,500 volunteers in Metro Manila. Among 
them are native Filipinos. 


regardless of age, race, religious belief or social 
status. The primary requirement is a loving 
heart to serve our society,” Alfredo Li, president 
of Tzu Chi Philippines said. 

Most of the Tzu Chi Filipino volunteers are 
themselves beneficiaries of Tzu Chi’s medical 
assistance. They are touched by the generous 
and selfless love within Tzu Chi so that they 
wanted to give a part of themselves. 

Volunteers have to undergo training to 
become full-fledged volunteers. Those with 
financial capability donate money, and help 
collect donations from relatives and friends. 
Those without money give of themselves, their 
time and energy are donated to help implement 
the projects of the foundation. 

Li became active in Tzu Chi because “when I 
was small, my parents inculcated in me to give 
back to society and share what I got from soci- 
ety. When I attained financial independence, 
Tzu Chi gave me the opportunity to fulfill my 
parents wish and I myself got great personal 
fulfilment in the work that I am privileged to 
do for Tzu Chi.” 

Another volunteer, Ka Kuen Chua, an archi- 
tect and the chairman of Movement for Restora- 
tion of Peace and Order, shares, “I was given the 
gift of a second life after I was kidnapped. The 
better way to spend this second life is serving 
the less fortunate through Tzu Chi and other 


and community service rather than Buddhist 


Love 
multiplies 


y personal encounters with Tzu Chi Foundation Philippines 
are mainly with requests from indigent patients — mostly 
those badly needing surgery, money for chemotherapy, 
dialysis or maintenance medicine. 

In 2014, a different kind of request was relayed to me from my sister, 
a nurse in the United States. Jojo (not his real name), the nephew of 
her co-worker, was diagnosed with stage IV colon cancer and needed 
surgery in Taichung, Taiwan. She said Jojo, 24 years old, didn't under- 
stand what the doctors were telling him. Both he and his doctors tried 
to communicate with their limited English. He was alone in Taiwan with 
no relative beside him. 

| was able to talk to Alfredo Li, president of Tzu Chi Philippines, who 
| did not know before. He emailed a letter to Tzu Chi in Taichung, which 
immediately sent their young English-speaking volunteers to visit Jojo. 
They asked Jojo if he needed financial assistance. 

They were very happy with Jojo's honesty, who told them his boss 
already gave him all his salary up to the end of the year (it was October 
then). His dad is a driver and Jojo went to Taiwan to help send his 
siblings to school. 

Tzu Chi gave Jojo NT$12,000 to pay for necessities to go back home 
to the Philippines after his surgery. They told him the doctors are hopeful 
that with chemotherapy, he had a chance to beat the cancer because 
he is still young. 

When he came home, they went to Tzu Chi center in Quezon City to 
say thank you and to ask help for his chemotherapy. Tzu Chi volunteers 
visited him in Pampanga. He was given money for six monthly sessions. 
He survived for 18 months until he passed on early this year. 

Wesley, youngest brother of Kaisa’s staff of 25 years, Liza Lopez, 





equivalent of the Nobel Prize, for Community 


was afflicted with liver cancer in April 2015. 
He had no vices, was an active choir member 
and an IT professor at Cavite State University- 
Rosario who had just finished his masteral 
studies at age 25. 

We at Kaisa all pitched in to help extend 
Wesley's precious life by raising money for 
his chemotherapy. After one year, the amount 
raised was depleted so | advised Liza to ask 
Tzu Chi for help. Due to the urgency, it was Li, 
the president, himself who gave the financial 
assistance. 

After precious 13 months extension, 
Wesley passed on. Liza and her family would 
always remember the total stranger whose 
helping hand gave Wesley those precious 
months. 

When | went with Kaisa volunteers to 
Bohol after the 2013 earthquake, we learned 
that Tzu Chi had just left several areas. A 
crowd was gathered before a barangay 
worker fuming mad because his barangay did 
not receive any cash from Izu Chi. 

He was shouting, “Instead of giving 
P8,000 cash, they could have divided It into 
two to benefit more people. Kung meron, 
meron lahat, kung wala, wala lahat (either 
we all receive or nobody receives).” 

| felt so sad when | heard this. What kind 
of attitude Is this? Aren't they happy for their 
neighbors who received something? Instead 
of hurling invectives, why didn't he humble 
himself to request help from Tzu Chi? 

| live in the Tatalon area where one of 
the Tzu Chi depots for recyclable materials 
is located. It is a sight to behold, a row of 
karitons (carts on wheels) lined up as early 


“Anyone can become a Izu Chi volunteer — 


as / a.m. to go out to various communities to 
collect recyclables house to house. 

Our maids are expert in segregating and 
when the Tzu Chi volunteer passes by, she 
hands over the plastic bags and cartons of 
empty bottles, milk cartons and others. 

“The collectors are called Earth Savers. 
They are not basurero or garbage men. 
In collecting rubbish, they help clean the 
environment and in getting materials for 
reuse, they help lessen the depletion of our 
natural resources. The Earth Savers gets 
P250 allowance daily, which goes a long way 
towards ensuring that a family has food on 
the table,” Li said. 

Many of the volunteer Earth Savers | have 
encountered are out-of-school youths. Our 
maids at the beginning were afraid of let- 
ting them come inside the house to get the 
materials for recycling because they distrust 
them. But, they later got used to these boys 
because they are decently dressed, polite and 
very helpful, my maids said. 

| often see the Tatalon women Tzu Chi 
volunteers with brooms to clean up their 
surroundings because they have learned 
from Tzu Chi that a clean and free of garbage 
environment Is not just good for the health but 
also for the well-being of the soul. 

In his acceptance speech at the Ateneo 
awards, Li recounted that when they an- 
nounced the P500 cash for work, on the first 
day, they got 610 participants; the next day, 
2,500 came; the third day, 5,500; the fourth 
day, 9,500 and the fifth day, 15,000. 

Li had to call Master Cheng Yen for 
Instructions. 


organizations like MRPO and Kaisa.” 


“We are being swamped. So we puta limit 
of participants per day,” he reported. 

Master Cheng Yen replied, “No limit, it 
means the people needed the money. You 
accept all.” 

“We reached 33,000 participants per day,” 
Li revealed. 

In the aftermath of Yolanda, Tzu Chi 
Foundation built two communities in Leyte 
with 255 houses in Palo and 1,585 in Ormoc. 

It also brought in 54 units of heavy equip- 
ment that hauled tons of debris out of the 
city. The volunteers served hot meals to over 
280,000 survivors and distributed 68,000 
blankets. 

Aside from the cash-for-work, Tzu Chi 
Foundation also gave cash relief to a total of 
8,586 residents from Ormoc City on Nov. 23 
and 24. The monetary aid Is to help the victims 
of Yolanda rebuild their houses in the shortest 
time possible. 

The cash aid is categorized depending on 
the number of members in a family: P8,000 
for one to two members, P12,000 for three to 
four members, and P15,000 for five or more 
members. The beneficiaries also received 
a thermal blanket, a pack of second-hand 
clothing and 20 kilos of rice. 

All in all, P2.9 billion were dispensed to 
ald the faster recovery of Yolanda victims. 

Gov. Lucy Torres Gomez was moved to 
tears to see the happiness in the recipients’ 
faces. 

“lam overwhelmed because we have never 
had this kind of generosity. The seeds have 
been sown among us and will continue to grow 
in the future,” she said. - TASee 


@ 
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A nation should not be judged by how it 
treats its highest citizens, but its lowest 
ones. — Nelson Mandela 





upang hinirang 


By Orvin Hilomen 


here are numerous things that Meah and I 
want our children to learn. Foremost among 
them is love of country. 

We sing “Lupang Hinirang.” We visit 
museums to learn about our history. We go on trips 
throughout the country and appreciate its breathtaking 
beauty. We read Filipino children’s books to the kids 
before bedtime, the stories ranging from Philippine 
legends, to the Katipunan to martial law. We send the 
kids to a school that is so nationalistic, this year’s school 
play is about a mother and daughter during martial law. 

Disclaimer: My father was part of the Philippine 
Constabulary. I have never asked him what he did 
during martial law. I’m afraid of what his answer would 
be. It is too late now anyway to get an answer. But I 
do believe that the martial law years were dark times. 

Growing up, I did not have to fear that the Metrocom 
would come and take my parents 
away. When the Metrocom did 
come, they came as guests for 
dinner. My fear instead was of 
my father being ambushed by the 
Sparrow unit of the New People’s 
Army, forcing me to take care of 
my siblings. 

Fortunately, my fear never 
became a reality. 

I laughed very hard at an “Austin 
Power” movie, when a henchman 
died from a steam roller and the 
family is informed by phone. The 
funniest jokes always have a grain of truth. 

Does anyone care about the villains’ families left 
behind? (Actually, no, if that family has billions in 
ill-gotten wealth anyway. This family I’m referring 
to has taken very good care of themselves, thank you 
very much.) 

I spent my childhood birthdays in Baguio every 
year, together with my father’s alumni homecoming at 
the Philippine Military Academy. The president was 
probably there every year as well. 

The presence of the late dictator had no bearing 
for me then. All I knew was we got to ride horses at 
Burnham Park and play mini-golf at Camp John Hay. 

Once, we even stayed at the Marcos’ San Fabian, 
Pangasinan beach resort after a vacation in Baguio. 
The first 10 years of my life were spent oblivious to 
martial law. 

In the same way that a majority of the people in 
the provinces will say martial law was a more peaceful 


time; we only saw what the president wanted us to see. 

My childhood was spent seeing the world through 
rose-colored glasses. I do not resent being sheltered. 
Childhood should be spent with a sense of security. 
There should be a feeling that despite everything 
happening in the world, someone is taking care of us. 

But childhood can only last so long. EDSA happened 
and the dam of repressed truth came gushing forth. 
I was 10. It was a watershed moment — stories of 
those tortured and killed, stories of the desaparecidos, 
of missing students who were barely 18. Those 
students concerns should have been about pimples and 
prom night, not the PC and pill boxes. 

I was 10 and I had to reconcile the fact that my father 
was a PC officer and PC officers were known for human 
rights abuses during the martial law years. 


In the university, I joined a socially-oriented 





organization and visited the Payatas slums on a weekly 
basis. By the time I was working, EDSA Dos happened. 
By then, I was already well-informed and had a stand. 

It was a no-brainer when the text messages came. Go 
to EDSA we did. We were there at EDSA Dos helping 
however we can. 

Who knew that one day, we would be back in EDSA 
crying out against the desecration of all the heroes that 
came before us? 

One day, when the kids are all grown up, they will 
make their own decisions. But for now, they are our 
children and we expose them to what we stand for. In 
the same way that the Catholic infant baptism does not 
request the permission from an infant, we are trying to 
steer the children towards the side we support. 

The fact that we can confidently bring our kids to 
an indignation rally without fearing for their safety is 
a testament to how far we've gone with our people’s 
most basic of rights. 





Our 7-year-old 
said it best, 
“Marcos killed 
so many people, 
how can he be a 
hero?” 





ay 


ry 'y 


At the indignation rallies, they hear the chants and 
profanities. We force them to stay awake past their 
bedtime: I can’t carry a 9-year-old through a wave of 
people. They have packed water and food. 

Sure they whine. They’re still children. But 
being present there allows them to make their own 
conclusions. They know it doesn't make sense that a 
thief and murderer gets to be buried with heroes. Our 
7-year-old said it best, “Marcos killed so many people, 
how can he be a hero?” 

They go back to school and share their experiences 
with their friends who also went to the rally. Shobe came 
home on Nov. 29 and announced to her mother, “K, B 
and I are meeting at the rally tomorrow.” 

So there we were, previous EDSA Dos participants, 
single back in the day, now with kids in tow. 

We don't want to be caught flat-footed when both 
kids, who go through the yearly mock-martial law 
activity in school, is shocked by what is happening to 
the entire country (again) and ask, “Why didn't we 
speak out?” 

We're not out to have our name added to the list 
of national heroes. All we're after is to be heroes in 
our children’s eyes: grown-ups worthy of emulation, 
protecting them from forces they have no control over. 

We hope that when our children eventually face 
the world, they will be armed with enough ideals and 
choose to stand with those who have no voice, not those 
who have the cash. 

At the moment, our country is not asking for anyone 
to lay one’s life on the line. But it is right there at the 
last verse: “Ang mamatay nang dahil sa iyo.” 
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The Art ot Peace 
nshu Zhiyao 360 


Chinese history and culture. 


failures of the imperial government of China. 


ulay will begin a series on the Qunshu Zhiyao, containing the wisdom of centuries of 


It is a compilation containing advice, methods, and historical notes on the successes and 


This translation was undertaken by the Chung Hua Cultural Education Centre's English Translation 
Group of Qunshu Zhiyao under the leadership of advisor Prof. Chin Kung (4 2 1 Ff). 

This version of Qunshu Zhiyao (#* & 12%) 360 groups the contents of Qunshu into six chapters, namely: 
The Way of the Leader, The Art of a Minister, Esteeming Virtues, On the Subjuect of Administration, 


Respectfully Cautious, and Discerning. 


We start this series with the preface written 
by Prof. Chin Kung, giving the background 
of this valuable and monumental project. 

At the beginning of the Zhenguan A Bu 
era, Emperor Taizhong # AR (599-649) 
of the Tang Dynasty decreed that Qunshu 
Lhiyao ®+ & 1G & (The Compilation of Books 
and Writings on the Important Governing 
Principles) be compiled. 

At the tender age of 16, Taizhong enlisted 


in the army, and joined his father’s forces to 


try to stop the turmoil that was going on in 
society. For more than 10 years, he involved 
himself in military matters. 

When he ascended the throne at the age 
of 27, he laid down his armor and began 
to promote culture and education, paying 
particular attention to the principles of 
governing, and bringing peace to the country. 

He sought to rejuvenate the nation from 
the aftermath of civil strife by restoring order 
to life, lessening the burdens of ordinary 


people, and increasing prosperity. 

Although Taizhong was an intelligent, 
brave and eloquent man, he regretted that 
his earlier military expeditions had prevented 
him from obtaining much formal education. 

He also learned from the mistakes made by 
the fallen Sui Dynasty (581-618) and realized 
that to start a new dynasty was no easy task, 
and to sustain it would be even harder. Hence 
during his reign, he encouraged his ministers 
to point out his mistakes and to candidly 








criticize his imperial policies. 

To make up for lost time, Taizhong ordered 
two advisors, the honorable Wei Zheng 
(4%) and Yu Shinan (%1t4+1%4), to comb 
through all the historical records on imperial 
governing principles from The Six Classics 
(v8), The Four Collections of History (1 &) 
and The Hundreds of Schools (#4 T @ #), and 
to extract the most important lessons related 
to the cultivation of oneself, management of 
family, good government and ways to bring 
about peace in the world. 

The result was a collection, titled Qunshu 
Zhiyao, carefully excerpted from 14,000 
books and 89,000 scrolls of the ancient 
writings — 500,000 words in all, and covering 
65 book categories — dating from the era of 
the Five Legendary Emperors (circa 2600 BC) 
to the Jin Dynasty (265-420). 

This truly is a treasured compilation on 
governing principles that can bring about 





Hokkien style (34) 


Hokkien, on the tongues of Tsinoys, has grown and evolved, 
taking on a life of its own. Sometimes words simply fail us. With 
some creativity, Tsinoys have strung together words to form 
colorful phrases that simply hit the bull's eye. Here are some 
expressions unique to Hokkien as favored by Tsinoys. 


When words fail, use idioms... BRSa2Ceneaen 
i 








8 RP bo tsi siao ko avail free trying to get something for 
AR AG tsiao ta medication nothing 





EH] 3A 22 ep & | ditt’ao tsio k’a 


sun shining on 


sleeping until late in the 

















(Ft FZ) tseng the buttock morning 

#& th 5A bo tsut t’ao no excess no bright future 

BB Fe $e ti” k’a te tsiu entangling one's | pestering someone who Is 
foot and arms busy 

BAG oh ah tsul crow’s mouth saying inauspicious things 











peace and order which, “when used in the 
present, allows us to examine and learn from 
our ancient history; when passed down to our 
descendants, will help them learn valuable 
lessons in life.” Those were the words written 
by Advisor Wei Zheng in the preface of the 
completed compilation. 

Emperor Taizong was extremely pleased 
with the broad yet concise compilation and 
would not let the books out of his sight. He 
said: “The collection has helped me learn 
from the ancients. When confronted with 
issues, | am very certain of knowing what 
to do. This is all due to your efforts, my 
advisors.” 

However, by the beginning of the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279), Qunshu Zhiyao 
disappeared from circulation. This is due to 
the fact that Chinese woodblock printing was 
not well developed at that time. 

The History of Song (# RX) also did 
not show any record of this compilation. 
Fortunately, the Japanese Kanazawa Bunko 
museum collection had a complete manuscript 
hand-copied by Japanese monks during the 
Kamakura period (1192-1330). 

The Japanese returned the books to China 
in the 60th year of the reign of Emperor 
Qianlong (#2) and they became the master 
copy for the Four Series Books published by 
the Commercial Press (Shanghai) as well as 
publication used by Taiwan. 

At the end of 2010, Chin Kung was 
fortunate to obtain a copy of Qunshu Zhiyao. 
He read the work repeatedly, and was filled 
with immense joy that eternal stability and 
peace to the entire world can be brought 
about by the cultural teachings of our ancient 


saints and sages. 

The most important thing is that, he 
deeply felt, the Chinese people themselves 
must truly comprehend and embrace this 
traditional culture, to stop doubting and 
start believing. 

The teachings of the saints and sages 
constitute an embodiment of the true self- 
nature of all beings that transcends time and 
space. Even now, they still hold true. 

The key learning point hinges on two 
words — sincerity and respect. The article 
“Summary of Rules of Propriety” says: 
“Always and in everything let there be 
reverence.» 

Emperor Kangxi (AR BS) of the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) said: “When a ruler 
interacts with his people, the element of 
respect is fundamental.” He also said: “All 
the teachings that have been passed down 
through thousands of years is no more than 
sincerity and respect.” 


The prominent Song scholar Chengzi 
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said: “Respect triumphs over all evils.” These 
sayings illuminate the fact that in order to 
cultivate ourselves, advance our virtues, help 
people and benefit the world, only sincerity 
and respect can enable us to perfectly achieve 
these. If we lack sincerity and respect toward 
the teachings of ancient sages and virtuous 
emperors, little benefit will be gained even 
if we had read the ancient text extensively.” 

Confucius stressed that he only cited the 
teachings of others and did not create his 
own. He believed in and loved the teachings 
of the ancients. 

The honorable Dr. Sun Yat-sen, in his 
speech on the Three Principles of the People 
(= R£& Principle of Nationalism Fourth 
Lecture), said: “The advancement in science 
and material civilization in Europe only 
happened mostly in the last 200 years. But 
when it comes to the essence of political 
philosophy, Europeans still need to look to 
China for answers. Gentlemen, you all know 
that our world’s best scholars come from 
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CHINESE 
CULTURE 


Germany. But today’s German scholars are 
studying Chinese philosophies as well as 
Buddhism from India to correct the bias in 
science.” 

British historian Professor Arnold Toynbee 
asserted: “In order to resolve the social 
problems of the 21st century, we must rely 
on the teachings of Confucius and Mencius, 
and on Mahayana Buddhism.” 

Look at the chaos and uncertainties that 
we face today. If we truly want to save the 
world and save China, only traditional 
Chinese cultural education will provide the 
answers we seek. The wisdom, the ideas, the 
methods, the experience and the results of 
governing, which are all in Quashu Zhiyao, 
are crystallized from thousands of years of 
trials and tribulations. 

If we can fully comprehend and apply these 
principles, world peace and individual bliss can 
be achieved naturally. If we do not follow these 
principles of governance, we will be inviting 
endless catastrophes and tragedies. @ 
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By Miriam Lieuson 


g 


he holiday season is a good time to get together with 


riends, family, colleagues. It is also a time for sharing with 


the less fortunate. Here are a few tips to keep the times metry, 





avoiding hazards that can spoil the season. 


4, Fire, electrocution 

Lights on the Christmas tree and the extra cooking may 
Gicate mic nazarcs: 

Check that your fire extinguisher still works properly. 

Teach the staff to smother a grease or electrical fire (shut 
off the stove or power switch first), not douse it with water. 

A tree lit up with colorful twinkling lights is a wonderful 
sight. But check that the wiring is still sound before stringing 
up the lights. Shut off the lights if no one is in the room. Do 
not leave the lights on overnight. Many a house fire could 
have been prevented this way. 

In the kitchen, a rag too close to the flame, sparks landing 
on some grease nearby, all pose hazards. 

Do not leave the stove or oven unattended while food 
is simmering, baking or roasting. If the dish takes time to 
complete, set a timer and check it regularly until it is done. 

5. Illness 

As things get busy, take breaks to keep your pulse under 
control. As well, be aware that more germs are spread when 
people greet each other with hugs, kisses and hand shakes. 
Suggest doing high fives instead with like-minded people. Also 
carry wipes and sanitizers and use as needed. 

6. Loneliness 


Not everyone is blessed with large families or active social 
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lives. For many who are alone, the merry-making may remind 
them of their own loneliness and lead to depression. 

One way to deal with this is to volunteer with charitable 
organizations. Many need a helping hand as they gear up for 
holiday giving, preparing meals and gifts for the poor. 

Or follow that old cliché: reach out and call someone. That 
other person may be just as happy to have some company. 

7. Stress 

When it gets so there is no time for a break, that is when 
you need one. Take a breather, go for a walk, swim, listen to 
music, catch a movie, anything that will help you unwind. 
Or just leave the phone off the hook, shut off your cell phone 
and sleep in for a day. 

When your plate is about as full as you want it to be, just 
say “no” when asked — by anyone! — to take on another task. 
This is about boundaries, and being good to yourself. 

8. Food poisoning 

Watch what you eat, and what you serve. Check the 
expiry date on labels of cans and jars. See that leftover food 
is stored away properly and not left to go rancid on the 
kitchen counter. 

9. Pets 

Those lovely red blooms on poinsettias gives a bright holi- 

day touch to any room. But these are also poisonous, as are 
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a variety of plants. Keep them away from curious pets (and 
children) that may decide to taste them. 

Be aware of food that is poisonous to animals, such as 
chocolate, coffee, onions, grapes and many others. 

If you are expecting visitors, keep shy, aggressive or 
high-strung pets in a quiet area away from the throng. 
It may be necessary as well to keep them restrained to 
prevent injuries. 

10. Fireworks 

This very traditional way of greeting the new year has 
become controversial of late. On new year’s eve, hospital 
emergency wards fill up with patients who have suffered 
injuries from firecrackers or respiratory problems because of 
the smog from exploding fireworks. 

As noise levels rise toward midnight on Dec. 31, many 
pet owners report animal distress — specially among 
dogs — whose hearing is very sensitive. Increasingly, es- 
tablishments, such as shopping centers and hotels, offer 
fireworks displays. And increasingly, many people have 
chosen to watch these public displays rather than fire off 
their own at home. 

The holiday season is a happy time. Make it so for 
yourself and others by practicing safety and consideration 
for everyone. @® 
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35. Alcohol 


It is tempting to indulge in another glass of bubbly, beer 
or other alcoholic libations. ee 

Know your limits. Alcohol loosens inhibitions, and 
laughter may soon turn to brawls. 


As well, do not drink and drive. Be a friend, and offer 
to drive if your friend has had too much. Or catch a cab. 
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I. Kitchen safety 


In many households, the kitchen is busier as food is 
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2. Overeating 
Many look forward to delicious treats — and plenty of 
prepared for holiday feasting. Many people also cook or them — at parties, fiestas, noche buena and various gatherings. 


bake goods to sell during Christmas for extra income. But overeating can lead to bad digestion, nausea, diar- 
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When schedules get hectic, exercise extra caution to rhea. For those with health issues, the extra fat, protein and 


prevent cuts, burns and scalds. sugar can have serious repercussions. 


Keep little ones from romping through the kitchen Eating more than you burn off also leads to weight 


during busy times. If visitors insist on being in the gain. Carrying extra weight increases stress on the body’s 


kitchen while a party meal is being prepared, keep them muscles. 


out of the way. While many swear they will work off the extra weight 
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Review basic safety protocol with your staff. These in the new year, it is easier said than done. 
include simple measures such as keeping the floor dry, 
wiping up spills immediately, to prevent slipping. 

Keep the knife in the drawer or knife block, where 
it will not be accidentally knocked off the counter and 


An article “Short Term Overeating has Lasting Impact” 
on health website webmd noted that a study in the United 
States showed not all who ate more food for a month are 
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able to shed those extra pounds successfully over the next 


cause harm. 12 months. 





